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September 8, 2026 
 
MEDICAID INFORMATION RELEASE MA26-20 
 
To:   All Medicaid Providers 
 
From:  Sasha O’Connell, Deputy Director 
 
Subject: Behavioral Health Respite Services 
 
Idaho Medicaid recently received approval from the Centers for Medicare and Medicaid 
Services (CMS) to support improved access to short-term or temporary behavioral health 
care known as respite services.  
 
Effective immediately, behavioral health caregivers who need short-term or temporary care 
for a youth with Serious Emotional Disturbance will no longer be required to access respite 
services by first going through the Liberty Healthcare assessment process.  
 

Caregivers seeking these services for youth can contact Magellan Healthcare at 855-
202-0973 to request information on how to access these services and locate a provider. 
 
Providers seeking these services for youth can now submit claims to Magellan 
Healthcare according to requirements in the Magellan Provider Handbook, Appendix C: 
IBHP Program Services.  

 
Thank you for participating in the Idaho Medicaid program and working with us to ensure 
members can access the services needed.  
 
SO/ap 
 
The content of this guidance document is not new law but is an interpretation or application 
of existing law prepared by the Idaho Department of Health and Welfare to supply clarity to 
the public about existing requirements under the law. This document does not bind the 
public, except as authorized by law or as incorporated into a contract. For additional 
information or to provide input on this document, contact the Division of Medicaid by 
emailing MCPT@dhw.idaho.gov or by calling 888-528-5861. 
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