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RHTP Webinar: Substance Misuse Prevention Initiative                                                                                                                                                 Frequently Asked Questions (FAQs)
	RHTPSUD1 Substance Misuse Prevention Solicitation

	Question
	Response

	1. Please confirm the controlling period of performance. The solicitation cover lists October 9, 2026-September 30, 2031; Section 3.1 lists October 12, 2026 through September 30, 2027 with no continuation funding; and the timeline lists an anticipated October 29, 2026 start date. Is the $100,000 to $400,000 award intended for one budget year ending September 30, 2027? ​
	Up to $400,000 annually is available and may be divided among up to 4 awardees. Applicants should prepare a one-year project/budget with no more than $200,000. Applicants have the option to submit a work plan for all 5 years, prioritizing milestones for Year 1. DHW submits a non-compete continuation application every August which will determine funding beyond the initial award period.​

	2. Does Strengthening Families Program: For Parents and Youth 10-14 (SFP 10-14) qualify as a recognized evidence-based parent or family substance-misuse prevention program under this solicitation?​
	Yes, the Strengthening Families Program: For Parents and Youth 10-14 is recognized as evidence based. However, since Iowa State has discontinued support for the SFP 10-14 program as of June 30, 2026, we advise applicants to be cautious on funding that specific program moving forward – specifically because Iowa State (the SFP 10-14 program developers) state that the “SFP 10-14 materials will no longer be revised, updated, or reissued. Users are responsible for determining whether the content remains current, evidence-based, and compliant with applicable requirements.” 
The original SF program developed by the University of Utah is still going strong. We suggest applicants utilize those SF programs rather than the version that has been discontinued. You can learn more about both the original SF program and the adapted SFP 10-14 program via the links below:

a. Strengthening Families Program (original program developed by the University of Utah)
b. Strengthening Families Program: For Parents and Youth 10-14 (the program developed by Iowa State as an adaptation to the original SF program)

	3. Iowa State University sunset its SFP 10-14 operation effective June 30, 2026. Washington State University currently offers SFP 10-14 facilitator certification, technical assistance, and program support. Would training and curriculum obtained through WSU satisfy the requirement that training comes from the program developer or an authorized training entity? If not, which current SFP 10-14 provider would Idaho recognize?​
	It appears that WSU’s program is primarily aimed at organizations/people that will be facilitating the program in the state of Washington. However, it doesn’t explicitly state that individuals or organizations from outside of Washington, or who will be implementing the program outside of Washington, are ineligible to participate. 
Also, Washington State University’s training is specific to the SFP 10-14 program, which may mean it is not relevant to the SF programs eligible for this RHTP funding opportunity. The good news is that the original Strengthening Families Program developed out of the University of Utah is still active and offers in-person and online training. We encourage applicants to complete training offered by the actual program developers themselves – which would mean that this training on the SFP website would be ideal. 
Additional information can be found via the links below if helpful:
a. Strengthening Families Program – Training (original program developed by the University of Utah)
b. Washington State University SFP 10-14 Training and Certifications (trainings for the program developed by Iowa State as an adaptation to the original SF program)

	4. The solicitation limits the project narrative to 10 pages, while Appendix D states a 15-page limit. Which limit controls?​
	Project narrative is limited to 10 pages.

	5. When necessary for recruitment, retention, and faithful program implementation, may the budget include family meals, sibling childcare, participant transportation assistance, reasonable completion incentives, and payments to rural host partners? If host-partner payments require treatment as contracts or subawards, how should applicants classify them? ​
	You can include these items in your budget, realizing that CMS does have restrictions on meals, childcare and incentive type items.  Include these items in your budget and we will provide guidance to you as to what is allowable or not.​ Please refer to FAQ page for additional guidance from CMS Rural Health Transformation FAQ.

	6. For the requirement to serve a previously unserved rural community, does "unserved" mean the community currently has limited or no access to the applicant's selected evidence-based program, as Section 1.4 appears to indicate, or that it lacks any comparable evidence-based parent or family substance-misuse prevention program?​
	The term "Underserved" in relation to this grant refers to providers and populations that are vulnerable, at higher risk, or with limited access to care.​

	7. The solicitation states that recipients will receive funding to participate in EBP training and may implement new programming. May an applicant therefore include a post-award startup phase for hiring or assigning facilitators, completing authorized training and certification, acquiring curriculum and materials, and establishing fidelity and evaluation procedures before launching the first cohort?​
	Yes, that is an option keeping in mind that any time spent on the post-award startup phase activities will need to be factored in under the budget cap.​

	8. May an Idaho nonprofit headquartered in Boise use a mobile or hub-and-spoke team to deliver the selected program exclusively in eligible rural communities identified in Appendices A and B?​
	Yes, that could be considered if the team is able to deliver the program effectively in rural communities across the State.​

	9. We have a key project partner who also intends to apply independently to perform separate work in a different rural area of Idaho that is outside our service territory. Is it allowable for this entity to apply independently and as a member of our team if the project scopes and geographies are distinct?
	Yes, it would be allowable for this entity to apply independently and as part of your project team if the scope of work, geographies, and hours are clearly separate, showing there is no overlap.
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